Quantification of HCV RNA in Liver Tissue by bDNA Assay.
With this statement, Sherlock and Dooley have described two of the three major challenges involved in quantitatively measuring any analyte in tissue samples: the distribution of the analyte in the tissue; and the standard of reference, or denominator, with which to make comparisons between tissue samples. The third challenge for quantitative measurement of an analyte in tissue is to ensure reproducible and quantitative recovery of the analyte on extraction from tissue samples. This chapter describes a method that can be used to measure HCV RNA quantitatively in liver biopsy and tissue samples using the bDNA assay. All three of these challenges-distribution, denominator, and recovery-apply to the measurement of HCV RNA in liver biopsies.